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Introductory Note: In addition to this model act, the NAIC drafted the following model acts regarding the unfair discrimination against 
subjects of abuse: The Unfair Discrimination Against Subjects of Abuse in Property and Casualty Insurance Model Act, The Unfair 
Discrimination Against Subjects of Abuse in Disability Income Insurance Model Act, and The Unfair Discrimination Against Subjects of 
Abuse in Health Insurance Model Act. 
 
Section 1. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this Act is to prohibit unfair discrimination by life insurers or insurance professionals on the basis of 
abuse status. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to create or imply a private cause of action for a violation of 
this Act. 
 
Drafting Note: Consideration was given to including a private cause of action for a violation of this Act. It was concluded that a private 
cause of action is not inconsistent with the model and that a state legislature could find that a private cause of action is appropriate for 
that state. 
 
Section 2. Scope 
 
This Act applies to all life insurers and insurance professionals involved in issuing or renewing in this state a policy 
or certificate of l
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(4) Attempting to cause or intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causing damage to property 
so as to intimidate or attempt to control the behavior of another person. 

 
Drafting Note: States should include appropriate corrective or clarifying language if their ordinary statutory meaning of “person” can be 
construed as implying legal capacity, since many subjects of abuse are minors and other subjects of abuse may be incapacitated. 
 

B. “Abuse-related medical condition” means a medical condition sustained by a subject of abuse 
which arises in whole or part out of an act or pattern of abuse. 

 
C. “Abuse status” means the fact or perception that a person is, has been, or may be a subject of 

abuse, irrespective of whether the person has sustained abuse-related medical conditions. 
 

D. “Commiss
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professional); or 
 

(d) With respect to address and telephone number, to entities with whom the 
insurer or insurance professional transacts business when the business cannot 
be transacted without the address and telephone number; 

 
(6) To an attorney who needs the information to represent the insurer or insurance 

professional effectively, provided the insurer or insurance professional notifies the 
attorney of its obligations under this Act and requests that the attorney exercise due 
diligence to protect the confidential abuse information consistent with the attorney’s 
obligation to represent the insurer or insurance professional; 

 
(7) T
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Section 8. Effective Date 
 
This Act is effective [insert date], and applies to all actions taken on or after the effective date, except where 
otherwise explicitly stated. Nothing in this Act shall require the insurer or insurance professional to conduct a 
comprehensive search of its contract files existing on the effective date solely to determine which applicants or 
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