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USFS Hazardous Fuels and Prescribed 
Fire Program - Purpose

• Reduce loss from wildfire by:

• Creating Resilient Landscapes

• Building Fire Adapted Communities

• Improving wildfire response safety and effectiveness

• Natural resource management (habitat, vegetation mgt., 
etc.)





• Over $3 Billion for Wildfire 
Risk Reduction(FY22 through 
FY26)

• Hazardous fuels, prescribed 
fire, community mitigation, 
hazard mapping, workforce 
modernization and other 
provisions

Infrastructure Investment & Jobs 
Act of 2021



Routes for External Organizations to Get 
Involved in Wildfire Mitigation 

• #1 route is through State Foresters in each state

• States usually have grant programs augmented by USFS Cooperative 
Fire/Forestry Funds

• Agreements to work cooperatively across jurisdictional boundaries

• Some funding sources available, but leveraging funds or other contributions 
from cooperators/partners is ideal

• FEMA also has Wildfire Mitigation Grant Opportunities



Enforceable Wildfire Codes 
and Standards

• NFPA’s Firewise Program –
informational, not enforceable

•

NF



Challenge – Claims for Damages 

• Prescribed fires can in rare instances result in property damage

• In those states where liability laws and certified burner programs offer protections to 
certified burners, claims process may be unsatisfactory for those suffering damages

• Difficult to navigate the process, and claims may not be paid if practitioners did not act negligently 

• Dissatisfaction leads to reduced support of Rx fire 

• Proposals being discussed to foster prescribed fire support through more responsive relief 
mechanisms in the event of property damage 

• Increasing Pace and Scale of Prescribed Fire via Catastrophe Funds for Liability Relief – Varner et al 
2021

https://www.mdpi.com/2571-6255/4/4/77/pdf


Questions?
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