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CREDIT FOR REINSURANCE MODEL LAW 

 

Preface to Credit for Reinsurance Models 

 

The amendments to the NAIC Credit for Reinsurance Model Law (#785) & Regulation (#786) are part of a larger effort to 

modernize reinsurance regulation in the United States. The NAIC initially adopted the Reinsurance Regulatory 

Modernization Framework Proposal during its 2008 Winter National Meeting. The NAIC recommended that this framework 

be implemented through federal legislation in order to best preserve and improve state-based regulation of reinsurance, 
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Section 2. Credit Allowed a Domestic Ceding Insurer 

 

Credit for reinsurance shall be allowed a domestic ceding insurer as either an asset or a reduction from liability on account of 

reinsurance ceded only when the reinsurer meets the requirements of Subsections A, B, C, D, E, or F or G of this section; 

provided further, that the commissioner may adopt by regulation pursuant to Section 5B specific additional requirements 

relating to or setting forth: (1) the valuation of assets or reserve credits; (2) the amount and forms of security supporting 

reinsurance arrangements described in Section 5B; and/or (3) the circumstances pursuant to which credit will be reduced or 

eliminated. 

 
Drafting Note: This new regulatory authority is being added in response to reinsurance arrangements entered into, directly or indirectly, with life/health 
insurer-affiliated captives, special purpose vehicles or similar entities that may not have the same statutory accounting requirements or solvency 

requirements as US
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(a) 
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proportionate to the deficiency, and has the discretion to impose further reductions in 

allowable credit upon finding that there is a material risk that the certified reinsurer’s 

obligations will not be paid in full when due. 

 

(e) For purposes of this subsection, a certified reinsurer whose certification has been 

terminated for any reason shall be treated as a certified reinsurer required to secure 100 

percent of its obligations. 

 

(i) As used in this subsection, the term “terminated” refers to revocation, 

suspension, voluntary surrender and inactive status. 

 

(ii) If the commissioner continues to assign a higher rating as permitted by other 

provisions of this section, this requirement does not apply to a certified reinsurer 

in inactive status or to a reinsurer whose certification has been suspended. 

 

(6) If an applicant for certification has been certified as a reinsurer in an NAIC accredited jurisdiction, 

the commissioner has the discretion to defer to that jurisdiction’s certification, and has the 

discretion to defer to the rating assigned by that jurisdiction, and such assuming insurer shall be 

considered to be a certified reinsurer in this state. 

 

 (7) A certified reinsurer that ceases to assume new business in this state may request to maintain its 

certification in inactive status in order to continue to qualify for a reduction in security for its in-

force business. An inactive certified reinsurer shall continue to comply with all applicable 

requirements of this subsection, and the commissioner shall assign a rating that takes into account, 

if relevant, the reasons why the reinsurer is not assuming new business. 

 

F. (1) Credit shall be allowed when the reinsurance is ceded to an assuming insurer meeting each of the 

conditions set forth below.  

  

(a) The assuming insurer must have its head office or be domiciled in, as applicable, and be 

licensed in a Reciprocal Jurisdiction. A “Reciprocal Jurisdiction” is a jurisdiction that 

meets one of the following: 

 

(i) A non-U.S. jurisdiction that is subject to an in-force covered agreement with the 

United States, each within its legal authority, or, in the case of a covered 

agreement between the United States and European Union, is a member state of 

the European Union. For purposes of this subsection, a “covered agreement” is 

an agreement entered into pursuant to Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 

Consumer Protection Act, 31 U.S.C. §§ 313 and 314, that is currently in effect 

or in a period of provisional application and addresses the elimination, under 

specified conditions, of collateral requirements as a condition for entering into 

any reinsurance agreement with a ceding insurer domiciled in this state or for 

allowing the ceding insurer to recognize credit for reinsurance;  

 

(ii) A U.S. jurisdiction that meets the requirements for accreditation under the NAIC 

financial standards and accreditation program; or 

 

(iii) A qualified jurisdiction, as determined by the commissioner pursuant to 

[Subsection 2E(3) of Credit for Reinsurance Model Law], which is not 

otherwise described in Subparagraph (a)(i) or (a)(ii) above and which meets 

certain additional requirements, consistent with the terms and conditions of in-

force covered agreements, as specified by the commissioner in regulation. 

 

(b) The assuming insurer must have and maintain, on an ongoing basis, minimum capital and 

surplus, or its equivalent, calculated according to the methodology u0.0314 0.18(its)ts 07-5(o)-17(m)19(icile)1(n)]lia15(s)3y 
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liabilities), calculated according to the methodology applicable in its domiciliary 

jurisdiction, and a central fund containing a balance in amounts to be set forth in 

regulation.  
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(6) Nothing in this subsection shall 
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Section 3. Asset or Reduction from Liability for Reinsurance Ceded by a Domestic Insurer to an Assuming 

Insurer not Meeting the Requirements of Section 2 

 

An asset or a reduction from liability for the reinsurance ceded by a domestic insurer to an assuming insurer not meeting the 

requirements of Section 2 shall be allowed in an amount not exceeding the liabilities carried by the ceding insurer; provided 

further, that the commissioner may adopt by regulation pursuant to Section 5B specific additional requirements relating to or 

setting forth: (1) the valuation of assets or reserve credits; (2) the amount and forms of security supporting reinsurance 

arrangements described in Section 5B; and/or (3) the circumstances pursuant to which credit will be reduced or eliminated. 

 
Drafting Note: This new regulatory authority is being added in response to reinsurance arrangements entered into, directly or indirectly, with life/health 
insurer-affiliated captives, special purpose vehicles or similar entities that may not have the same statutory accounting requirements or solvency 

requirements as US-based multi-state life/health insurers. To assist in achieving national uniformity, commissioners are asked to strongly consider adopting 

regulations that are substantially similar in all material respects to NAIC adopted model regulations in the handling and treatment of such reinsurance 
arrangements. 

 

The reduction shall be in the amount of funds held by or on behalf of the ceding insurer, including funds held in trust for the 

ceding insurer, under a reinsurance contract with the assuming insurer as security for the payment of obligations thereunder, 

if the security is held in the United States subject to withdrawal solely by, and under the exclusive control of, the ceding 

insurer; or, in the case of a trust, held in a qualified U.S. financial institution, as defined in Section 4B. This security may be 

in the form of: 

 

A. Cash; 

 

B. Securities listed by the Securities Valuation Office of the National Association of Insurance 

Commissioners, including those deemed exempt from filing as defined by the Purposes and Procedures 

Manual of the Securities Valuation Office, and qualifying as admitted assets; 

 

C. (1) Clean, irrevocable, unconditional letters of credit, issued or confirmed by a qualified U.S. financial 

institution, as defined in Section 4A, effective no later than December 31 of the year for which the 

filing is being made, and in the possession of, or in trust for, the ceding insurer on or before the 

filing date of its annual statement; 

 

(2) Letters of credit meeting applicable standards of issuer acceptability as of the dates of their 

issuance (or confirmation) shall, notwithstanding the issuing (or confirming) institution’s 

subsequent failure to meet applicable standards of issuer acceptability, continue to be acceptable 

as security until their expiration, extension, renewal, modification or amendment, whichever first 

occurs; or 

 
Drafting Note: Providing for the continuing acceptability of letters of credit whose issuers were acceptable when the credit support facility was first 
obtained is intended to avoid abrupt interruptions in the acceptability of credit support arrangements that run for specific periods of time, and thus 
unnecessary disruptions in the marketplace, on account of the issuing (or confirming) institution’s subsequent failure to meet applicable standards of issuer 
acceptability (whether by virtue of a change in the issuing institution’s ability to qualify under the original standards or as a result of revisions to the 
applicable standards). The provision stipulates that letters of credit acceptable when first obtained will, in the event of the subsequent nonqualification of the 
issuing (or confirming) institution, continue to be acceptable as security until the account party and beneficiary would first have, in the normal course of 
business, an opportunity to replace the credit support facility. 

 

D. Any other form of security acceptable to the commissioner.  

 
Drafting Note: There is no implication in the requirement that the security for the payment of obligations must be held under the exclusive control of the 
ceding insurer that either the reserve liability or the assets held in relation to the reserve liability have not been transferred for the purposes of statutory 
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(3) Has been determined by either the commissioner or the Securities Valuation Office of the National 

Association of Insurance Commissioners to meet such standards of financial condition and 

standing as are considered necessary and appropriate to regulate the quality of financial 

institutions whose letters of credit will be acceptable to the commissioner. 

 
Drafting Note: The NAIC’s Securities Valuation Office (SVO) maintains, on a current basis, a list of all U.S. financial institutions that have, upon 
application to the SVO, been determined to meet the eligibility standards of its Purposes and Procedures Manual. These standards, developed by the 
NAIC’s Letter of Credit (EX4) Study Group, make use of nationally recognized ratings services, and are more rigorous in the case of foreign banking 
organizations (whose standby letters of credit must be issued or confirmed by a qualified U.S. financial institution) than those that are applicable to domestic 
financial institutions whose standby letters of credit would be considered acceptable. 

 

B. A “qualified U.S. financial institution” means, for purposes of those provisions of this law specifying those 

institutions that are eligible to act as a fiduciary of a trust, an institution that: 

 

(1) Is organized, or, in the case of a U.S. branch or agency office of a foreign banking organization, 

licensed, under the laws of the United States or any state thereof and has been granted authority to 

operate with fiduciary powers; and 

 

(2) Is regulated, supervised and examined by federal or state authorities having regulatory authority 

over banks and trust companies. 

 
Drafting Note: Because assets held in a fiduciary 
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January 1, 2015, if risk pertaining to such pre-2015 policies is ceded in connection with the treaty, 

in whole or in part, on or after January 1, 2015. 

 
Drafting Note: 
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