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November 26, 2024 

 

 

Dear Commissioners Fowler & Humphreys, 

 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with ACLI to discuss our concerns over the request for proprietary 

materials in the draft survey on the use of criminal convictions in life insurance underwriting. We appreciate 

your continued collaboration with us on this important topic and consideration of our feedback. We 

understand that this survey is meant to gather information on how criminal convictions are considered in the 

overall context of life insurance underwriting. As previously stated, ACLI continues to be concerned with the 

request for proprietary materials in connection with such a survey.  

 

Our understanding is that the driver of the survey is to confirm that a correlation exists between prior 

incarceration and mortality and morbidity. We understand that there is strong interest in data and studies 

that show an increase in mortality and morbidity continues after an individual is no longer incarcerated. We 

appreciate the opportunity to answer this question. At a minimum, the attached information shows that an 

increase in mortality and morbidity does exist after incarceration and precludes the need to provide 

proprietary materials.  

 

ACLI has worked with member companies to provide the issue brief attached to this letter that includes 

recent and historical studies from credible third-party sources that show a relationship exists between 

incarceration and mortality and morbidity. These studies also show that the relationship exists after an 

individual is released from prison. The issue brief also notes the actuarial standards of practice that actuaries 

must adhere to when analyzing and applying studies like the ones outlined below. These studies are all 

publicly available should regulators wish to examine them. As a result, we do not believe further questioning 

is necessary. 

 
As the Special Committee on Race & Insurance and the Life Workstream have been disbanded and are 

transitioning their work to the appropriate committees, we will be happy to provide this information to the 

committee that will take up this topic and will work with regulators as appropriate moving forward. We 

would like to thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely, 



 

 

 

Rikki Pelta  

C



 

https://www.actuarialstandardsboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/asop012_132.pdf
https://www.actuarialstandardsboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/asop023_185.pdf
https://nihcm.org/publications/incarceration-a-public-health-crisis
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7710643/
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2024.307723?af=R
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2024.307723?af=R
https://medicine.yale.edu/news-article/how-incarceration-raises-risk-of-cancer-diagnosis-and-deatheven-after-release/
https://medicine.yale.edu/news-article/how-incarceration-raises-risk-of-cancer-diagnosis-and-deatheven-after-release/


 

 

Older Data Sources 

� National Library of Medicine - "The Health and Health Care of U.S. Prisoners" (2009) 

� Highlights chronic diseases, infectious diseases, and mental health issues in incarcerated populations, 

with higher morbidity rates relative to the general public. 

� The data provides a historical foundation for actuarial models on morbidity, aligning with ASOPs by 

documenting risk characteristics tied to incarceration. 

� National Library of Medicine - The Dose-Response of Time Served in Prison on Mortality, Evelyn J 

Patterson, American Journal of Public Health, March 2013, Vol 103, No. 3. 

� 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC2661478/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3673515/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17215533/

