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passage of those laws in 204i5d 2017 no air ambulance providers I¢fie state. North Dakota is about as rural as
you can get andie write to tell you from our prspective, the air ambulance companies themselves have dispelled the
myth that they will flee from the rural areas if these reasonable regulations are passed bgCongr

Rural Americans are the most at risk under the status quallthas surprise bills. With air ambulance charges
unconstrained, rural residents are paying more and more of their health care dollars to air ambulance operators,
through surprise balfor those who need air medical transport and through premiumsdroae else With all the
strains our rural health care system is facing, we cannot allow these providers to charge unlimited amounts,
particularly as Congress works to limit balancestijénerally.

SURYLVLRQV OLNH Wéner\Hehlth Qare\O¢dis AetHapdDINEEIfCHlly section 105 regarding air

ambulance protections, allows the marketplace to work. Under this legislation, the providers can negotiate contracts
with health insurers at rates the market deems appropriate. If an air ambulapaeychooses not to negotiate

with health insurersr is unable to reach agreemehis legislation ensures the market average rate of payment is
provided for their services,@aning this legislation allows those rates to move over time and adjusts as the
marketplace changes.

Should a state find that it has an inadequate number of providers under thisbaaekkesolutioran outcome we

find very unlikely,state insurance retators would be happy to work with federal officials to mgkegraphic

adjustmensto the required payment rates. Wlggest establishing geographic regions in consultation with the

National Association of Insurance Commissionafge wouldalsosupportamendment to allow individual insurance
commissioners to request an adjustméhR WKHLU VWDWHTY JHRJUDSKLFAUWMMNRQY RU SD
such adjustments would enable states and the federal government to work together to assurathatsrcoakinue

to receive the air ambulance services they need.

Our states hava mix of air ambulance providesgime are independent, staaddneoperatorsaand some are
hospital
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