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Disaster Preparedness & COVID-19

e The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) originally predicted that June through
November IjLIjL) would be a busier than average Atlantic hurricane season, with LN to LT storms
predicted. Six to LLLJ storms are predicted to reach hurricane force. Three to six of these storms are
expected to become Category NcCategory nj major hurricanes. In early August, NOAA updated the 2020
hurricane forecast to "extremely active." They are now predicting 19 to 25 storms, with 7 to 11 becoming
hurricanes. Until now, NOAA has never predicted up to 25 storms in a season.

e Additionally, summertime heat and drought conditions heighten wildfire risk in various U.S. locations.

e Concurrently, coronavirus cases are rising across the country, necessitating public
health measures, such as social distancing, sanitizing/disinfecting and mask-wearing.

Adjustments in disaster planning and response will need to accommodate these protocols.

Highlights from the News and Related Research

e The ljLIjL) disaster season will require alterations in readiness practices, such as packing additional
personal protective equipment (PPE) in disaster kits, preparing for health screening protocols at shelters
and planning multiple evacuation routes.

- Cities are exploring alternative evacuee meal planning, sheltering, and transportation arrangements to
accommodate social distancing protocols.

e Consumers are not the only group affected by the impact of COVID-|T and natural disasters. Local
governments are adapting their disaster response strategies, while disaster relief organizations, city
firefighters and the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) are working with reduced labor forces during an extraordinary crisis.
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